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Synopsis

Note: Patterns are packaged in a folder that is attached to the inside back cover.What doll lover
wouldn’t want to outfit their doll in today’s most fashionable clothes? From a cozy fleece vest to an
elegant party dress, you'll find patterns and instructions to make 16 fun, modern outfits for the ever
popular 18-inch doll such as American Girls, Creative Friends, the Springfield Collection, and
others. You'd spend over $100 to buy these patterns individually, and you wouldn’t get the helpful
instructions Joan has written to guide you in creating all the outfits and accessories shown in the
photos. *Bonus: Instructions for making 11 accessory items * Full-size tissue pattern sheets for

more than 30 garments * Complete step-by-step instructions with hundreds of helpful illustrations
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Customer Reviews

I've borrowed several of Joan Hind’s books from the library to use in teaching my eleven-year-old
daughter to sew. The patterns are numbered and simple to read, and the directions clear and easy
to follow. This book was my daughter’s favorite because the clothing styles are "what girls wear." |
liked that it was an easy text from which to teach. There’s a section on "Helping Children Learn to
Sew," and at the beginning of each project is a little blurb stating whether this is a good one for the
beginner sewer. My daughter could go through the book and decide for herself which designs she
wanted to try. She started with the Triangle Scarf and moved on to the A-Line skirt. | needed to help
her a bit with the waistband on that one. The Pink Top was also simple, and we substituted ribbon

for the shoulder straps to make the project even easier.Sewing for the 18" doll is enjoyable because



the projects are small enough to complete in a few hours, but large enough to work with
comfortably, unlike sewing for smaller dolls. The teacher may need a bit of experience herself, but

I'd recommend any of Joan Hinds’ books for igniting in the older child an interest in sewing.

My daughter (who is 10 years old) got her American Girl doll for Christmas this year...and after
spending all that money on an 18" doll, | wasn’t about to pay $24 per outfit. | have some sewing
experience. | can hem up jeans, sew pillows, fix a seam or button if need be...but that's about it. I've
never used a pattern before. The hardest part was finding the pattern pieces. There are two large
tissue papers tucked away in the back of the book. Each piece appears to have hundreds of little
patterns. Once you find the pieces for what you are making, it is a breeze. | will warn you, there are
some things that just can’t be sewn with a machine. Invest in a thimble and proceed. Half the fun is
teaching my daughter how to sew. She loves her doll and wants it to have a wardrobe exactly like
hers. | warned her that the deal was if she got the doll, she would have to help make the clothes.
She agreed and we’ve been able to sew many outfits that closely resemble hers. This book, in my
opinion, contains the most modern clothing patterns. It also has very easy to follow instructions. |

would recommend this book to anyone who has an American Girl doll.

| love the American Girl Dolls, but the clothes can be expensive--more than $20 per outfit! The
outfits in this book look at least as nice as what you can find in the catalog, and with a little
imagination I’'m sure you could duplicate a lot of their outfits. All of the patterns are included in an
envelope in the back, which is nice but | could never figure out how to fold the gigantic sheet so it
fits back in there! I'm not a very experienced sewer, yet | was still able to make 3 really cute outfits

from these patterns. As a bonus, there are crochet patterns for a hat and purse.

| am a good sewist and thought I'd give making doll clothes a try. | borrowed this book from the
library, carefully traced out a few patterns and, four attempts later, have tops too large for the skirts,
sleeves too large for the armholes, etc. I'm stumped. I'm following the instructions carefully, also.
Like a previous reviewer, I've also noticed errors in the instructions. I'm ready to try another author

or pattern maker.

| have made most of the clothes presented in Hinds "Sew the Contemporary Wardrobe™" and been
very pleased with the results. Her instructions are clear and complete and allow for personal

variation. My granddaughters and neighbor girls have been happy with their gifts of doll



clothes!Because | liked "Contemporary" so much, | recently ordered (via )and received promptly 3

more Hinds books.

| just made the sleeveless party dress and the pieces don’t match up properly. Because the scale is
so small, it is really difficult to fudge a difference of as little as 1/4". The directions are clear, but the

patterns are flawed.

This book was great for ideas and general instructions. However, | found the patterns to be way too
large for the 18" dolls, and | found several errors in the construction directions. As a seasoned
sewist, | knew how to work around this misdirection, but newer sewists may not.I can still

recommend the book though just for the inspiration.

| just love this book. Patterns are easy and the instructions are easy to follow. A lot of fun things to

make. My granddaughter is so excited to have fun new things for her new doll.
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